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HMH Social Studies helps social studies teachers realize their goals for their students: 

to learn actively, think critically, and participate responsibly. A variety of materials 

and enrichment activities support learning preferences and with flexible assessments, 

teachers can personalize instruction and provide instant feedback on student progress.

By delivering compelling narratives enriched with HISTORY® streaming videos and 

interactive graphics, maps, and games, we’re connecting students to social studies 

through experiences that are energizing, inspiring, and memorable.

Our powerful partnerships merge quality digital content with  
trusted material to connect students to today’s events. 

Connections
Uncover the



Engage Your Students   
with Relevant Topics
Put the social back in social studies and get students excited to uncover 
connections to their world. Quality narrative blended with media, audio, and 
visuals provides learners with engaging ways to explore history and cultures.

Bring Content to Life
HISTORY videos enliven the 
classroom with primary source 
footage, dramatic storytelling,  
and expert testimonials.

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
Resources for Educators provides films, lesson plans, 
and curricular materials, along with guidance on 
teaching strategies and professional development.

Lesson Introductions introduce each section and 
challenge students with a provocative question 
designed to make the study of history and 
geography relevant to students.

Easy Access to Social 
Studies Resources 
The Keeping It Current newsletter 
provides free high-quality content 
each month, such as standards-
based videos, lesson plans, blogs 
with downloadable resources, and 
connections to current events.

Discover the Story 
Behind the Story
HISTORY Shorts videos explore the 
extraordinary history behind inspiring 
people, places, and events, from 
the Continental Army to the Harlem 
Hellfighters, the Statue of Liberty to 
space flight. 

This Month in History
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Promote Currency and 
Relevancy in Your Classroom
It’s now easier than ever for students to make sense of current events with 
resources that encourage the “Aha!” moments in your classroom. Enrich and  

Extend Learning
The HMHfyi experience provides 
articles and sources for research and 
extended reading on social studies 
topics. The site offers links to current 
websites with thematic connections 
to social studies topics, as well as 
tips for reading informational text.

High-Interest  
News Articles
HMH Current Events provides 
trustworthy articles on today’s 
news to connect the students to 
current events.

The Latest Resources  
for the Classroom
As a part of HMH’s commitment to provide teachers  
and students with the most up-to-date content,  
United States History digital student and teacher 
eBooks have been updated with “Topics for Today”, 
a new module to address important current events, 
including:

•	 Trump Administration

•	 COVID-19 Pandemic

•	 2020 Presidential Election

•	 Biden Administration

•	 Social Justice Movements
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Teaching students to think critically can be challenging. With this goal in mind, 
HMH Social Studies gives you the tools you need so students learn how to 
analyze primary sources like a historian and complete evidence-based  
writing tasks.

Immersive 360o  
Virtual Field Trips!
Virtual Field Trips explore topics 
and locations through a series 
of captivating 360-degree 
illustrations. Each field trip includes 
a comprehensive Teacher’s Guide 
that features Teaching Tips 
and assessment activities. The 
presentations are customizable so 
you can adapt to your needs.

Empower Students with 
Inquiry-Based Learning

Robust Online  
Writing Experience  
Using Writable for Social Studies, 
students can access the Essential 
Question Writing Tasks and 
Document-Based Investigations 
to complete the inquiry process 
through writing. Writable® also 
makes it easy for teachers to score 
students’ writing and provide 
feedback online.

Nurture Critical Thinking 
Essential Questions spark curiosity, guide 
instruction, and ask students to apply 
knowledge through writing tasks.
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A Wild West Dime Novel
At the beginning of the twentieth century, the dime novel was required reading for many 
Americans who were fascinated by the Wild West. The dime novel pictured here tells of 
the adventures of Stella, the girl range rider.

DOCUMENT-BASED INVESTIGATION     HISTORICAL SOURCE

Meriwether Lewis’s Journal Entry
While traveling across the Great Plains, Meriwether Lewis marveled at the 
richness of the land.

DOCUMENT-BASED INVESTIGATION     HISTORICAL SOURCE

Students Demonstrate Learning with Performance Tasks 
Document-Based Investigations build throughout every Module, featuring documents in each lesson  
with practice and short answers. In the Module Review, a Document-Based Investigation asks students  
to re-examine the featured documents and demonstrate their understanding of the module’s main  
concepts through a presentation or essay.

Battle of the Little Bighorn
Art historians have identified about 1,000 paintings and drawings of the Battle of the 
Little Bighorn.

DOCUMENT-BASED INVESTIGATION     HISTORICAL SOURCE
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You no longer have to search for powerful videos, maps, and primary sources. 
HMH Social Studies provides you with an integrated design so all resources 
and lesson plans are just a click away at point of instruction. 

Multimedia Analysis  
at Your Fingertips

Supreme Court Cases 
That Impact Teens
HMH Judicial Inquiries: Interactive 
Supreme Court Case Studies 
promote critical viewing, source 
analysis, and writing about Supreme 
Court cases that impact teens’ lives. 
(United States History only) 

Energize Students 
with Dynamic 
Primary Sources
The HISTORY Channel’s 
Multimedia Connections 
provide in-depth coverage of 
key concepts brought to life in 
the Interactive Online Edition. 
They extend and enrich the 
content with additional videos, 
primary sources, maps,  
and CGI films.

Master Primary  
Source Analysis
Close Read Screencasts model 
an analytical conversation about 
critical historical content and 
primary sources. 

The City of Palenque
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Supporting equity among students is critical. HMH Social Studies presents material 
and activities in a variety of ways, including digital Spanish Student Editions, to 
allow students and teachers to choose the path that works best for them.

Supporting All Learners  
the Way You Want

Challenge Students  
to Explore More
Enrichment Activities at the end of 
every lesson provide avenues for 
students to stretch their curiosity 
and explore select topics in  
greater depth.

Spanish Ensures an 
Equitable Experience
Digital Spanish Student Editions 
provide equity for Spanish-speaking 
audiences. They consider culture 
and language norms that call  for 
transadaptation to decode and 
reencode target language with 
careful attention to cultural and 
linguistic norms.

Accessible Content
The Guided Reading Workbook and Spanish/English Guided Reading Workbook help students as 
they read and take notes while reading adapted-level summaries.

  Introducción al módulo
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Providing Choice  
for Your Students
You put the learning in your students’ hands. Lessons and activities in HMH 
Social Studies are presented in a variety of ways to give you and your students 
options for how to examine content and important social studies concepts. 

Need Help with Visuals?
Point-of-use support provides skills instruction on how 
to draw knowledge from and interpret each element 
from a map or a graphic.

Interactive Features That Inspire Curiosity
Interactive Features, Maps, and Games, at point of instruction in 
the Online Student Edition, provide quick, entertaining activities and 
assessments that present important content in a fun way.

Point-of-Use Support
Interactive Lesson Graphic 
Organizers help students process, 
summarize, and keep track of  
their learning for end-of-module 
performance tasks.
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Resources for  
Support at Home
Family Room provides bite-size tips 
and videos to help families and 
caregivers engage their children  
at home. 

Meeting the Needs  
of a Diverse Classroom

Custom Assessments give teachers the flexibility to assign assessments that 
meet the assessment needs within their classroom. 

Ensure All Students Succeed
Differentiated Instruction Activities in the 
Teacher’s Guide offer further options for varying 
lessons to meet the needs of every student.

Academic  
Vocabulary  
procedure the  way 
a task is accomplished

Reading Check  
Synthesize What 

advances did the 
Chinese  make during 

the Han period?

Silk Production

The technique for making silk was 
a well-kept secret in ancient China 
because silk was a valuable trade 
good in distant lands. Workers made 
silk from the cocoons of silkworms, 
just as they do today.

By the Han period, the Chinese had become master ironworkers. They 
manufactured iron swords and armor. These developments made the army 
more powerful.

Farmers also gained from advances in iron. The iron plow and the wheel-
barrow, a single-wheeled cart, increased farm output. With a wheelbarrow, 
a farmer could haul more than 300 pounds all by himself. With an iron 
plow, a farmer could till more land and raise more food.

Another item that increased in production during the Han dynasty 
was silk, a soft, light, highly valued fabric. For centuries, Chinese 
women had known the complicated methods needed to raise silkworms, 
unwind the silk threads of their cocoons, and then prepare the threads 
for dyeing and weaving. The Chinese were determined to keep their 
procedure for making silk a secret. Revealing these secrets was 
punishable by death.

During the Han period, weavers used foot-powered looms to weave silk 
threads into beautiful fabric. Garments made from this silk were  
very expensive.

Buddhism Comes to China  
When the Chinese people came into contact with other civilizations, they 
exchanged ideas along with goods. Among these ideas was a new religion. 
In the first century AD, Buddhism spread from India to China along trade 
routes.

Arrival of a New Religion Over time, the Han government became 
less stable. People ignored laws, and violence was common. As revolts 
flared up, millions of peasants went hungry. Life became violent and 
uncertain. Many Chinese looked to Daoism or Confucianism to find  

Module 6212

Teach the Main Idea
Buddhism spread to China along trade routes from 
other lands.

Recall From what country did Buddhism come to 
China? India 

Draw Conclusions How did the political 
environment in China lead to the acceptance 
of Buddhism? As the government became less 
stable, hunger and violence became widespread. 
The Chinese embraced Buddhism because if offered 
relief from suffering.

Summarizing How is Buddhism’s spread into China 
an example of diffusion? It represents the spread 
of one idea from one culture to another, and the 
resulting change in the culture.

More About . . .
Buddhism After the Buddha Following the death 
of the Buddha, Buddhism remained a relatively small 
religion confined mainly to India. It was not until the 
reign of Asoka that Buddhism spread.

Two main schools of Buddhism emerged over time 
and took root in different parts of the world. The more 
conservative Theravada became the dominant form of 
Buddhism in Southeast Asia. This branch stressed the 
difficult discipline of a monastic life. Another branch, 
called Mahayana Buddhism, which has a more popular 
appeal, spread to China, Korea, and Japan.

TIERED ACTIVITY 

Daoism and Buddhism
Below Level Have students examine the 
chart comparing Daoism and Buddhism. 
Have them create a new chart in which 
they rewrite those beliefs and teachings in 
their own words.

At Level Have students complete the 
Below Level activity and then add a row in 
which they write a paragraph comparing 
and contrasting the two belief systems. 

Above Level Have students research the 
origins of Buddhism in China and write a 
one-page essay discussing its effects on 
ancient China.

LINK TO GEOGRAPHY

Mapping the Spread of Buddhism
1. Provide students with an outline map 

of Asia. 

2. Have students use Internet or other 
resources to research the spread of 
Buddhism. 

3. Ask students to show on their maps 
Buddhism’s origins in India. Then have 
them draw arrows to show how the 
religion spread throughout Asia along 
trade routes.

* Alternative Assessment Handbook, Rubric 
20: Map Creation

READING CHECK
Synthesize What advances did the Chinese 
make during the Han period? They invented paper, 
the seismograph, the sundial, and acupuncture. 
Technologies included the wheelbarrow and the iron 
plow, which greatly increased productivity. The Han 
also invented foot-powered looms, which increased 
silk production.
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Instant Remediation 
to Ensure Student 
Comprehension 
Lesson-Level Assessments serve to 
inform instruction rather than simply 
assign grades to students. If students 
miss a question, the system gives 
them the option to pause, review 
instructional material, and then go 
back to their work. Teachers can further 
guide this process through reports on 
their students’ performance, tied to 
standards and curriculum, to provide 
personalized intervention.
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All-on-one Platform
Ed, the HMH learning platform, 
brings together assessment 
insights, professional learning, 
instruction, and practice. 
With Ed, you can extend the 
classroom and form meaningful 
connections with students,  
from anywhere.

Flexible Resources to  
Meet Your Classroom Needs
We know your time is precious. HMH Social Studies offers maximum flexibility 
with an effortless way to access resources in one place. You and your students 
have instant access whenever, wherever you want—which allows you to focus  
on what matters most.

Support Teachers’ 
Diverse Needs
The Teacher’s Guide focuses on 
planning and instructional support 
with a special emphasis on helping 
teachers balance their print and 
digital resources to maximize 
blended learning.

Virtual Classroom

Launch video chat sessions without ever leaving Ed. Students 
can join the Virtual Classroom via their Ed accounts—without 
an additional username and password.

No Wi-Fi®?  
No problem.
HMH Go™ is a free learning app  
that connects students and 
teachers to Ed content and 
instructional resources online, 
offline, or on the go. 
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Unlimited access, unlimited choice, unlimited benefits
Access HMH’s best-in-class professional learning offerings live online, in person, and asynchronously. 
HMH Social Studies now includes Teacher Success Pathways easily accessible on Ed, the HMH  
learning platform. 

Nationally Recognized
Did you know HMH Professional Learning has been nationally 
recognized for our ability to support implementation and provide 
ongoing teacher and leader professional development?

Flexible Professional Development
Our Coaching Membership, available at an additional cost, allows you to partner with an instructional 
coach to meet your district’s specific needs. New and veteran teachers alike will benefit from 
collaborative sessions that meet them where they are and provide support from day 1 to 180. Hosted 
on the award-winning platform HMH Coaching Studio, our professional learning provides the perfect 
opportunity to focus upon standards-aligned instruction and practice.

A year-long Coaching Membership includes:

•	 Personalized instructional support based on unique teacher needs

•	 Guidance that helps teachers set, track, and accomplish goals

•	 Flexible scheduling to align with your PLC or PD plan

Introduction to HMH Social Studies
Build community and prepare for your first lesson 
during a Getting Started session! 

Personalized Teacher Success Pathway on Ed
Your recommended learning pathway for HMH  
Social Studies is personalized for you. Choose  
from live or on-demand sessions designed to fit  
your busy calendar.

Build Confidence in 30 days  
Pathway resources help teachers plan, teach, and 
assess learning using their new HMH program.

Getting Started with HMH Social Studies
Our professional learning offers clear support for  
new teachers starting any time of the year and  
gives veteran teachers the ability to customize  
their learning based on their experience.

For more information, please visit us at  

hmhco.com/professionalservices

Explore 
Teacher’s Corner
Support continues 
throughout the year with 
our searchable library  
of articles and videos,  
live online events,  
on-demand recordings 
and so much more!

Guided Implementation 
Support
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